
“I do love and appre-
ciate the works of 
many of the mid-
century furniture 
designers. Delivering 
simplicity and func-
tionality, they took 
the opportunity  
to explore new 
materials and uti-
lize manufacturing 
techniques to in-
spire their design 
ideas. This changed 
the nature of furni-
ture design.”

“I often find myself inspired by poorly executed 
design. It drives me to think of solutions to 
these details.”

“Often, our clients are people 
shifting their lives to follow a 

dream or passion. We are a small 
business, too, and also very 

passionate about what we do.”
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Behind the Design
this chef-turned-designer 
runs her own business 
creating interiors perfectly 
suited to her small-
business clients. 

Melissa friday spent 10 
years as a chef, de-

veloping recipes and managing the execution 
of her on-plate ideas. this served her well as 
she transitioned into a design career. she 
opened her own company, Xan creative, in 
2001, after six years 
as a design project 
manager for another 
company. these 
days, you can see 
her work in the well-
designed spaces at 
snooze, marco’s 
coal-fired pizza, and the great 
divide brewing co. tap room. she 
is guided by an “under-promise, over-deliver 
philosophy” that translates into pride in her 
finished rooms. 

 “I spend my time developing crazy ideas and determining 
how they will come into reality. My inspiration comes from 
spaces and the human interaction with those spaces. I have 
gone from a passion that began with the perfectly cooked egg to a pas-
sion for designing the perfect environment in which to enjoy that egg.”

“As a kid, I was in 
awe of Frank Lloyd 
Wright! (Actually, I 
think that continues 
in a subconscious 
way.) I still remember 
connecting with the 
thoughtfulness in 
his work. There is 
an exquisite balance 
that I strive for in my 
projects. There is a 
subliminal comfort 
to a space when 
the right amount 
of attention is paid 
to light, color, and 
detail.”

“I think I was born 
interested in design. 
It is just part of who I 
am. I grew up in the 
city of Chicago, sur-
rounded by fantastic 
architecture and de-
sign. There was never 
a question for me that 
this was my future.”
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